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Uncle Sam’s Frantic Signals Brought W

oman to the Rescue In Canal Zone

SCHOOL AND CHILDREN AT PLAY, EMPIRE, C. Z.

Feminine Contingent at Panama Was in State of

Chaos and Dissatisfaction Until President Taft
Induced Miss Helen Varick Boswell to Or-

ganize Social and Club Life on Isthmus.
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The canal authorities felt trouble was
prewing. If they wanted to keep the men
at thelr posts something must be done to
make the women content. Men were ask-
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Mr. Taft grasped at the suggestion and |

wired Helen Varick Boswell, asking, Wil
¥you go to Panama Mins im-
mersed In some of her many engangements
and interests, wired back substantially:
dorry, but too busy.”
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FOUR MONTHS OF PERSUASION.

This was in June, and (t took untll Octo- |

ber for her to become convinced that Mr.
Taft would not take no for an answer. The
result of the animated correspondence was
that My, Taft sent Miss Boswell to
{sthmus to inquire Into the situation and
make suggestions. Colonel Goethals was in-
structed to put into effect any suggestions
shée made which seemed practicable.

Now, the problem was this: In the be-

| Colonel
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na-  Boswell remembers one mosquito biting her, |

and reported the fact to Colone! Goethals!
The filth In the streets of the old Spanish
towns surpasses any ldea not gained by
experfence in like
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At first the men lved in Yents. But with
backing of Uncle Sam’'s might and
millions a marvellous transfermation took
place. Dirt and dlgease wers routed. The
n'ost moderr

nn accomplished fact. Every house In
U'ncle Sam's domalin owned a tile and
eement bathreom, with shower baths, and |
the authorities saw to it that they were
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In heauty and equipment by any In the
world, The largest, best equipped bakery
in the w 1 eprang Into bheing. The gov-
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The government supplied houses, fuel,
light and drinking water without cost (o
its employes. Nothing came out of their
pay but food and clothes, and that pay Is
from 40 to 76 per ¢ent more than {8 pald for
the work In the States. This was, of
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B 3 , a8 it was regarded as an
nimost \mposgsible proposition
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WOMEN BEGIN TO ARRIVE.
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chaps, turbulence and lawlessness It was
I o the government to make It pos- |
gible for men to bring thelr wives down.
The "married quarters” wera bullt, and the
men who had wives sent for them, and most
f the others came up o the “states” and
persuaded thelr sweethearts that matri-
mony was one grand sweet song at Pan-

ma You will note the plot thickens.
i

v when men foregnther soclal distine.
tlons drop out of elght, as a rule. The |
government had erected clubhouses, put |
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to be drawn and sets and cliqués developed
in the Canal Zone. The army set and the
clvillans in thelr dlfferent strata did not hit
fr
Ithout any preconcelved notlons of what
ought to ba done, Miss Beswell arrived at
Panama The first things that she A4ls-
red were magnificent clubhouses, one in
of the American towns on the Isth-
and they wers standing idle and
long, for the men ussd them
only night. Not many persons reallze
that there sre eight large American towns
in the Canal Zane.

Colon Is where the steamer lands, the old
Spanish town on the Atlantic slde. Chris-
tobal the ' firet American town; then
Jatun (where the big docks are); Gorgona,
machine shops are; Empire,
where clerleal force 13 masscd; Cu-
lebra, where the members of the commis-
have thelr headquartere; Paralso,
Pedro, Miguel and Ancon, over on the Pa-
cifie side. There, too, Is the Hotel Tivoll,
bulit by the government and on a par with
the biggest and best summer hotels In the
United States "for comfort and culsine.

AN ENGINE ALL HER OWN.
When It came to gettlng aboul from
place to place the two passenger trains a
day found most Inadeguate, and
Goethals authorized Miss Boswell
to commandeer an engineer and his engine
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, when she wanted to get anywhere, snd for

two months she went up and down the
t¥thmus, looking Into the trouble and mak-

| Ing up her mind as to the remedy.

lenld Mliss Boswell laughing.

the |

“1 certainly 414 qualify as a member of
the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers,”
"1 must nave
travelled hundreds of miles.'*

When Miss Boswell had surveyed and
sized up the situation she applied the rem-
edy., Belng & woman she knew what a
mere man would not suspect. It was the

| old "idle hands” and Batan looming In the

ginning the conditlons on the isthmus were |

frightful. Sewernge Wwas unknown,
wige dralnage of any kind. The poleonous
purface water was the only kind known,
Mosquitoes were a mysterious Inflletion
grom the good God, and the lliiness and
death following their visitation were, of
eourse, never thought of as necessary con-
pequences.

To-day to be bitten by a mosquito In
Panama I8 o rarer occurrence than to be

Bitten by & mad dog In

Hke- |

offing. Even to-day the majority of men
think that if n woman has everything that
ghe ought to want she must of neces
ity be content. Here was a system by

|
which pretty nearly everything in her par-

ticular world was settled for her, and she
was supposed to sit on the shelf and look
pleasant—and a surprised and pained ovet

of men It was when “lovely woman' re- |

'fused to A1 that particular part assigned

to her

All Migs Boswell did was to slze up the  tion of “muslcsl LI - "
] ; o | mornings.” Civies, litera- | Protestant clergy occupy the pulpits of the |leaving f
New Jersey. Miss | pituation—call on the women o organize |ture, etc., did the work of sorting out from | different denominations. After the various | that lfl'

clreumstances. |
carried a |
bottle of amelling salte in my walks—not |
that 1 was afraid of fainting, but to get an |

y sanitation in all ways becamse |
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INTERIOR OF BAKERY WHI

CH SUPPLIES 35000 EMPLOYES

:Inﬁt:d to use It for thelr meeting
| suggestion was halled with acelnmation and
| the federation met In the room, which was
elaborately decarated with flags for thelr
use, and bade farewell to the “Mother of
the Canal Zone Federation.”
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When President Taft visited the isthmus
work

takin !
charge of the running df the schools When
| twelve hundred organlzed women demand.d
the
| women had known that reading matter was }turning 1t into

IN CANAL ZONE,

New York Civic Worker Found That Women, Life
Being Made Too Easy for Them, Were Flocking
Away and Taking Men with Them; So She Pro-
ceeded to Create New Interests for Them.

Her | of useless units Into an organizatlon busy

and helpful—and consequently happy.
Miss Boswell doesn't look formidable. As
she talked of her work In Panama it 414
geem rather an astounding thing to dls-
cover such humor, force and clearness of
vislon in a lttle lady clad in hiue négligée,
with a duck of & cap on pretty halr
this iittle woman helped Uncle San
at a critleal moment when ehe dug the
women out of a slough of despond and
utilized the force that was going to waste,
a powerful influence for

ner

Jut

BACHELOR OFFICERS

QUARTERS,

|
land sit in the game sgain. Ennul fled and | the masa those whose tastes and Interests
excltement reigned; for the first time in| harmonized,
months the women were busy talking over | The different denominations had wor-
the situation and expressing thelr views. | ghipped In union chapels—all but the Cath-
| Clubs were organized [n every town to plics, who found churches of Spanish days
me#et In the idle clubhouses, until then used | walting for them. Now almost every de-
only by the men | nomination has it8 own church. Even the
It was the old story of “The Colonel's | American Catholies have bullt thelr own
| Lady, Judy O'Grady.” Thoss who reaily |house of prayer and have English speak-
| eared for musle were drawn Into the affilla- | ing priests. Many of the most distinguished

PANAMA.

rl'll.lbl wera formed Miss Boswell organized
the Canal Zone Federation of Woman's
Clubs, and then they jolned the general
| tederation, and will be well represented by
delegates when that body holds ita blennial
| gonvention in San Fra next er.

In the Hotel Tivoll is a magnlfcent salon
[which 18 known as the President's Room
‘and only used when the President or his
representative Is In Panama, Just before
or home Miss Boawell suggested
Canal Zone Federation should be

&
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BAL, C. Z.

431\710-1 non-sxistent on the Isthmus. After
| they organized they went to work to rem-
| ady that sftuation, with the result that ail
| the clubhouses have good libraries.

| The great bakery turns out seven thou-
sand loaves of bread and three thousand
rolls every day. The women suggested In-
| losing each bread unit in A whits en-
| velope as it came from the oven.

| When that a pa-

it becomes necessary

| tlent ghould be taken to the hospltal he |
| & traln

must be ecarried on a stretcher and trans-
| ported by train. These stretchers are of
the simplest construction—four solid 1Pgs
to rest upon, with frame and handles. The
patient was exposed to files and mos Jultoes,
The women suggested extending the sup-
ports that did duty as legs and adding
Ir'ltrmln eanoples of mosquito netting.
| Adopted!

Playgrounds came into existence. One
| was partieularly planned and ftted out
| near the old Spanish eathedral, When It
| was put In commission the notice was read
|Iln all the churches that the government
made a present of the playground to the
Panamans. The succeeding day mothers
Land children came in crowds, but they
dldn't know how to play! The Amerlcans
took thelr children down and gave an ob-
ject lesgon, Now the playgrounds are most
enthuslastically patronized.

When Miss ‘Boswell first arrived at the
Canal Zone she went through the painful
sensation of seeing her cherished lingerie
beaten on stones in the waiers of any
handy stream. She suffered aa did Mark
Twaln when he watched to sea “how long
It took to break a stone with his shirt
front!”

At present the most modern and well
equipped laundries handls the clothes of
the people. Panamans are employed in
the laundry, and Incidentally hundreds
are thus learning a trade

These are only a few Instancces of what

the women have done since Helen Varlck
Boswell turned them from an unhappy lot

HOSPITAL, BANDSTAND AND
SCHOOL AT GORGONA, C. Z.

‘upllf? and pirogress {n every department ot

| winter resorts of the world,

life in the Canal Zone

1t has been one of the dreams of Colons!
Goethals and the men who are helping him
to dig the Panama Canal, that some day.
after the cannl Is finished and the people of
the United States “discover” it, it will be
come one of the most famous and popular
To a large ex-
tent, the attractions of the Canal Zone are
already drawlng winter tourists. The list
of those who have booked passage for
Panama thls winter contalns many di=tin-
gulshed names

The Canal Zons not only become
habitable—it has developed a soclal 1ife of
{te awn that has many of the best features
af lfe tn the United States: and when
American tourists begin to flock to the
fsthmus they will find not an uneivilized
jungla but a place with all the things that
miake life worth living In any of our com-
munities, doawn to the Young Men's Chrie-
tian Assoclation and the women's cluba.

JFAMILY QUARTERS” IN CRISTO- | what Helen Varick Boswell accomplished

seems to me to be worthy of biing com-
pared to what the engineers did when
they dug up and put into commission the
abandoned machinery of France=and she
certainly 15 to be thunked for the help sae
has lent to metamorphose Panama from &

| pest hole into-a near-Paradise.

| garden this afternoon at 4—provided,
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THE GREA: STEADIER.

John D. Rockefeller, jr., lmpressing on
his Bible class the steadying influence of
a good wife, smiled and sald:

“A minister once peked a young man oa

“ Do you smoke, sir?

“‘No, sir,' wan the reply.

“*f guppose you drink<=that
moderately 7’

“iNo, sir, T abstaln,’ answered the voung
man,

Do vou gamble ™

" 'No, sir

" ‘Bwear?

** ‘No, sir.’

“‘Young man,’ sald the minister, with an
alr at once pleased and puzgled='vouns
man, what are you, anyway?

“‘I'm marrled," the young
swered."

s to say.

map an-
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THE CENSOR.

“Bugens Waltéer 1s making a great hit in
London with his strong drama, ‘The Easl
ést Way',” sald a manager. I dined with
Walter at the Café Royal last month. He
talked a lot about the English censor.

“Ho gave me a good illustration of the
grandmotherly way the censor tréats &
play. He gald a playwright had this pas-
sage In i love scene:

* “Then, dearest Mabel, we will meet to-
night at 10 in the old laue, by the rulned
mill. There should be lovely moonlight.'

“Pha censor ran hls blue péncll through
this paragraph, and requested in the mar-
gin that it be changed to:

“ *Then, Migs Mabel, we will moet In the
The

course, your mother can be present.
weather promlises to be cloudlesa’ ™



